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Dear Families and Friends of Seneca Academy,

It is with pleasure that I offer a sketch of the past academic year spent in learning and laughter 
at Seneca Academy. In line with tradition, our students thrived, faculty rose to many occasions, 
and the campus saw its share of activity!

In 2024 we welcomed many new families and grew our network of spoken languages to eighteen! 
Many of our children versed in more than one tongue shared their love of language and, in that, 
their cultures. As an International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program World School, we 
recognize the rewarding experiences aligned with the natural global-mindedness of our 
students. We respect and honor one another’s familial ties and realize the education we offer 
one another can be among our greatest gifts. Evidence was shown in the second annual Global 
Village Day celebration. With the theme of “light around the world,” our students appreciated 
preparations with the thinking, social, communication, self-management, and research skills of 
the IB PYP teaching and learning continuum.

During the school year our highly qualified educators accompanied curious students throughout 
the community. Trips to the Kennedy Center, Maryland Science Center, American Visionary Arts 
Museum, and the National Museum of American History were among many influential endeavors 
cultivated by our teachers. Experience-based learning is rooted primarily in the views of John 
Dewey, a philosopher and educator who advanced the concept that active student involvement 
in learning is an essential element in effective education. As an independent school, facilitating 
enriching and engaging experiences are at the heart of each educator’s mindset. 

With the hands and hearts of our children at work, our campus bloomed this spring. The planted 
daffodil bulbs offered a beautiful yellow bouquet to complement our school’s welcoming front 
doors. The pond’s rebirth provided a habitat to a lively batch of tadpoles that taught much about 
life cycles and growth. And the additions of the new roof, gutters, siding, and windows 
showcased the strength and support of our small, but mighty, village contributions. 

Finally, at the end of the 2024-2025 school year, we waved a fond farewell to our third head of 
school, Dr. Michelle Parker. Her nine years of service will not be forgotten as we look forward to 
the installation of a mud kitchen in her honor. Dr. Parker’s steadfast approach to educational 
aims and her ability to nurture relationships provided optimism toward the sustainability of and 
the successful future for Seneca Academy. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to our independent school for children in preschool 
through fifth grade. With your support we continue to be inspired to preserve the wonder of 
childhood and, in doing so, empower students to create solutions for tomorrow’s challenges. 

Yours in education,

Dr. Karen Tyler
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2024-2025 DONORS
Friends (up to $500)

Anonymous (32)
Umair Ahmed & Sumaira Qureshi
Humberto Arancibia & Armeta Dastyar
Jorge Araujo & Randa Sab
Paolo Arcieri & Rocio Rincon
Jill Babby
Kelly Boyland
Lauren Capurata
Isabella Celentano
Heather Charkatz
Francesca Cimino
Erin Comaskey
Chris & Jackie Copeland
Liz Crow
Diana Cuffee
Ashley Cyrus
John DeMarchi
Shampa Enayet
April Febrey
Sara Fisher
Mia Fleming
Drake Gao & Jenna Chen
Mikhail & Ekaterina Goldfarb
Clarisse Gonzales
Pam Hauck
Elise Healy
Kalila Henry
Julia Herman
Michael Hodgson & Ashley Petak
Jill Holmes
Bethany Jabre

Elliott Jones & Jacky Cieplensky
Cynthia Kamga

Melissa Karasek
Sara Keller

Jennifer Landoll
Ryan Landoll
Cathy Lawler

Edgar & Jenny Lee
Matt & Kaitlyn Lowe

Polly Mahoney
JoAnn Manson

Marti McAllister
Jack Myers

Kate Papadopoulos
Cindy Park

Steve & Michelle Pawlish
Jessica Pham

David & Katherine Routenberg
Sue Ann Salimbene

Deanna Schreiber-Gregory
Seneca Academy Parents Association

Natalie Slovenkay
Meredith Spitzmiller

Susan St. John
Summer & Keira Stotz

Kendall Strickler
Joe & Ann Marie Tolman

Laura Wallerstedt
Nicole Widner

Joshua & Ashley Young



2024-2025 DONORS
Silver ($500 to $999)

Anonymous (2)
Priscella Celentano
Xue Han & Yu Gao
Rebecca Lenzi
John McKew
Stechly Family

Carl Tugberk
Karen Tyler
Viasat, Inc.

Walker Family
Lili Portilla Weingarten

2024-2025 DONORS
Gold ($1,000 to $2,499)

Anonymous
Susan Farag
The parents of Elijah & Zoe Hance
Mel & Gretchen Helgeson
Andrew & Kirsten Lewis

Ginny & Bill McDonald
Michelle Parker

Jen Vo
Seung & Katherine Yi

2024-2025 DONORS
Thurmond Fellow ($2,500+)

Nicholas & Jennifer Serenyi

Please accept our deepest
gratitude for your gifts!



SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2024



JANUARY - JUNE 2025



FOUNDED IN 1983

114
FACULTY, ALUMNI,

PARENTS, & FRIENDS
DONATING

6
ACRES OF OUTDOOR

LEARNING SPACE

61%
STUDENTS OF COLOR

16
ADVANCED
DEGREES

EARNED BY
FACULTY/STAFF

7
ANNUAL ALL-SCHOOL

SPECIAL EVENTS

ONE SCHOOL | TWO DIVISIONS

6+
OFF-CAMPUS

LEARNING
EXPERIENCES 

PER ELEMENTARY
GRADE

8:1
STUDENT/
FACULTY

RATIO

41
YEARS OF SERVING
DARNESTOWN, MD
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FACULTY & STUDENTS

10
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18

4
YEARS IN A ROW VOTED
“BEST FOR FAMILIES”

BY WASHINGTON FAMILY
MAGAZINE
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YEAR SENECA
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22%
OF FACULTY HAIL FROM

OUTSIDE THE U.S.

10-16
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STUDENTS PER CLASS

2024-2025
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3+
AFTER-SCHOOL
ACTIVITY CLUBS
PER TRIMESTER
PER DIVISION




